
THE INTERFAITH ALLIANCE OF NEW YORK STATE 
Post Office Box 38168 

Albany, NY 12203 
Minutes of Meeting September 12, 2016 

 
 Attendance: Jean Cowan, Pat Beetle, Willie White, Kitt Jackson, Kathleen Duff, Paul Naamon, John 
Amidon, Deb Riitano, Walter Ayers, Barbara Dworkin, Dominick Calsolaro, Dennis Karius, Carol Tyrell, Lou 
Ismay, Florence Skiff, Derek Healey 
 
The meeting was called to order by Lou Ismay.  The invocation was given by Sr. Doreen Glynn. 
Presentation: Environmental Justice on the South End: Dominick Calsolaro and Willie White were 
introduced.  Dominick Calsolaro gave us the background of what has evolved at the south end of Albany 
and the conditions around the housing there. The EPA is charged to protect all citizens but there is little 
done. Billions of gallons of crude oil from sands passes through Albany near to 179 units of low income 
housing.  The oil containers have asked for permission to build an oil heating facility within the city limits of 
Albany.  The oil must be heated before transfer to other transport vehicles, so it will flow. The oil cars are 
parked near to the housing units and there is a lot of noise, fumes, and truck traffic. They do air quality 
studies and report that benzene is below acceptable levels but they use standards that are for short term 
exposure.  The benzenes level is well over acceptable limits for long term exposure.  It would not be possible 
to move the port or to clean the area so what is needed is a new housing development in a better place so 
the community can be moved as a whole and the integrity of the entire community could be maintained.  
People are discouraged from speaking up because when the meetings are held to discuss the problem, 
people are "dis-invited" and meetings are held in small rooms.  One meeting was held with heavily armed 
DEC agents present.  There are about 200 children living and playing in this area. 
BUSINESS MEETING:   
Approval of Minutes - The minutes for August were approved with some corrections. John Amidon said 
the Peace Conference was focused on facing the politics of fear.  Walter Ayer's name was omitted from the 
attendance list. 
Treasurer Report- Derek Healey gave the Treasurer's report the checkbook balance 9/12/16 was $6764.48 
Administrative & Social Media positions - Motion was made to consolidate these position and to hire 
Derek Healey for both. Motion passed. 
Motion was made to purchase a printer costing no more than $100.  Motion passed. 
Deb said that a comprehensive list of names and addresses for dinner mailings has been compiled and 
can be transferred to other computers as needed. 
Motion was made to support the cost of the printer materials.  Motion passed. 
US Census letter - The letter regarding the census was sent. 
Membership Renewal letter - A letter to members about renewing membership was reviewed and 
approved. Letter will be send at the end of the year for 2017. 
Membership Campaign letter - Another letter to be sent to religion leaders asking them to appoint a 
representative will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
TIANYS Brochure - The brochure about TIA, with an added section for new members to enter information, 
was reviewed.  It was suggested that we should review the mission statement. 
Updates: 
By-Laws - The By-Laws were redone in Dec.'15 but not finalized.  Kit proposed printing them up in the final 
form and voting on them at the next meeting. 
Stop the Hate – Deb reported that the event will be held on 9/21 
North Star Peace Walk - Barbara D. distributed fliers for publicizing the Peace Walk. 
Kateri Peace Conference -Derek said that in January SUNY will be taking over the Interfaith Center.   
501. c3. - Sr. Doreen recommended that TIA do not apply for 501.c3 status 
UAlbany Interfaith Center - Derek reported that we may have to make some changes in our use of the 
building but details have not been worked out yet. 
TIANYS Website Update - Derek recommended that we purchase a new website format for about $60.  
This will be discussed at the next executive committee meeting. 
 
 Respectfully submitted by Florence Skiff 



Next executive committee meeting September 26 at, 9:00 a.m. 
Next general meeting October 17, 2016, 9:00 a.m. 
Meetings are held at the Interfaith Center, SUNY 


