
 
THE INTERFAITH ALLIANCE OF New York STATE 

   
Minutes of Meeting August 13, 2016 

 
Attendance: Carol Tyrell, Lou Ismay, John Amidon, Pat Beetle, Kitt Jackson, Veysel Ucan,  Derek Healey, 
Dennis Karius, Rev. Joyce Hartwell, Barbara Dworkin, Shawna Lambert, Nancy Benedict,  Florence Skiff 
 
The meeting was called to order by Lou Ismay.  The invocation was given by Derek Healey. 
Joyce Hartwell spoke about the problems of the poor in the city.  Without a car it is very difficult to get to 
the services needed.  There is a lack of accurate data, partly because of the laws protecting confidentiality. 
Planners can't get statistics on dropout rates. 
There is a criminalization of poverty.  Blacks and Latinos are spoken of as criminogenic (because of being 
antisocial, having different cultural beliefs and values, low impulse control) Whites treated differently. The 
poor are not sent for treatment unless they are arrested. 
People self-medicate for the pain of poverty. The poor are not sent for drug treatment unless they are 
arrested. Addiction is an illness because drugs cause changes in the brain. 
There is a book "Bridges Out of Poverty" and 12 step programs to help people get out of poverty. 
 
The census counts prisoners in the town of the prison, not their home towns so state money is shifted to 
the prison town. Money available for improvements of schools and services etc. goes to the prison town. A 
letter needs to be sent before Sept.1 regarding change of the census count so they are counted in their 
home communities. 
 
In NYS, youth who are arrested are imprisoned with adults, where they are treated brutally and sexually 
molested. Most other states have separate treatment for youth. Youth should not be sent to prisons along 
with adults. 
 
BUSINESS MEETING 
The minutes of the June meeting were approved. 
Derek Healey gave the treasurer’s report; (The checkbook balance as of August 8 was $6902.48 
He will be getting a different more convenient mail box.  The executive committee will be listed as having 
access.  Our address will change. 
 
The job description for Derek will be voted on at the next meeting. 
Kitt Jackson met with Donna Crisafulli to get the information about what the by-laws committee was working 
on. Kitt thinks the idea of having a board is not feasible at the present time. 
 
Barbara Dworkin reported on plans for the Peace Walk.  They plan a 1 1/2 mile loop, which returns to the 
starting point.  They have purchased a megaphone.  They will focus on refugees and migrants.  Speeches 
will be limited to 1-2 minutes.  As before, there will be no political signs. 
 
John Amidon told about the plans for the Peace Conference and distributed flyers. See: 
katerippeaceconference.org for info.  The conference will be focused on Islamophobia. 
 
Motion was made to write a letter regarding proposed changes to 2020 Census residency rule so 
incarcerated persons are counted in their home communities.  Motion passed. 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
Florence Skiff 
 
Next executive committee meeting August 22 at, 9:00 a.m. 
Next general meeting September 12, 2016, 9:00 a.m. 
Meetings are held at the Interfaith Center, SUNY 


