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Minutes of Meeting – Monday, 9th January 2017  

 

 

In Attendance: John Amidon, Pat Beetle, Rev. Mick Drown, Sr. Doreen Glynn, , Denia Van 

Houter, Lou Ismay, Kitt Jackson, Angela Kaufman, Stw. Jeremiah Lennox, Monshin Paul 

Naamon, Aaron Proffitt, Deb Riitano, Carol Tyrell, Laurel Weed. 

 
9:10am Call to Order made by Mr. Lou Ismay. 
Invocation given by Monshin Paul Naamon. 
There was an introduction of all participants gathered. 
 
9:20am - 10:03am Presentation: Moving Forward: Towards a Vision of Justice, 
presented by Ms. Barbara Smith, social activist. 
“The only way you change the system of oppression is by organizing.” -Ms. Smith. 
Ms. Smith spoke and gave witness to the reality of systemic racial oppression 
within the United States, providing both historical and present day context as well as 
addressing how to engage in appropriate dialogue regarding such issues. She also 
provided examples as to how to better engage in racial justice, both through personal 
interactions and by connecting with organizations such as SURGE. 
 
10:04am Modification and approval of December’s minutes; motion passed 
unanimously to table the approval of the minutes because they were not available for 
review. 
 
10:05am Treasurer’s Report: Rev. Derek Healey, was absent from this meeting, 
although the report was available, Carol motioned to table the report until the next 
general meeting, when Derek will be available to present the full report; motion 
approved without objections. A printed copy of Rev. Healey’s report was furnished to 
the membership. 
 
10:06am Election of Officers: The election of the new Board of Directors was 
presided over by the Nominating Committee Chair, Mr. John Amidon. The slate of 
candidates as presented by the Nominating Committee was as follows: 
Lou Ismay*, Chair                         
Carol Tyrell*, Vice-Chair  
Rev. Derek Healey*, Treasure  
Stw. Jeremiah Lennox, Secretary  
Members At Large: Dr. Mussarat Chaudry*, Dr. Khalid Bhatti*, Deb Riitano* 
* Incumbent Officer 

Mr. Amidon called for other nominations from those gathered, none came forward. 
There was some discussion regarding the record of attendance in 2016 for two of 
the Members-at-Large, namely Dr. Bhatti and Dr. Chaudry. Ultimately the entirety of 
the slate of candidates was approved as presented by a unanimous vote. 



 
 
 
 
 
10:15am Other Business Discussed: 

❖ The new brochure for TIANYS has been tabled per further revision until the next 
general meeting. Motion made by the Vice-Chair, no objections lodged. 

❖ Motion to Amend the Bylaws was made by Sr. Doreen Glynn for Article II Section 

6 to read “A member shall file with the Secretary an address or e-mail address to 
which written notices may be mailed or sent to the member. Notification of 
change in such address is the responsibility of the member.” The motion was put 
to vote and passed unanimously. 

❖ Motion by the Vice-Chair to table discussion and pending approval of TIANYS’s 
newly designed official emblem until the next general meeting. Motion passed. 
 
10:30am The floor was opened for a series of announcements regarding upcoming 
social justice and interfaith events and functions. 
 
10:40am Adjournment of the meeting was called by the Chair. 
 


